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GRADUATING ONE STUDENT AT A TIME

Denver Urban Scholars envisions a life of 

choice and opportunity for every young 

person. We support academic achievement 

and positive social development for Denver 

youth faced with external challenges because 

with support and direction our students will 

build meaningful life plans for future success.



Our Results 
82% of our seniors completed (graduated or obtained GED) 
high school

93% of Milestones and Stepping Stone students will advance to 
the next grade level on time

93% of our graduates are enrolled in college or the military

Demographics 
We served 220 students during the 2014-2015 school year  

86% qualify for free/reduced lunch

72% speak English as a second language 

50% have parents who did not complete high school

Partner Schools  
Denver School of Science 
and Technology – Stapleton

KIPP Denver Collegiate 
High School

KIPP Sunshine Peak Academy

La Academia at Denver 
Inner City Parish

JK Mullen High School

STRIVE Prep Westwood

STRIVE Prep Sunnyside

Counties represented: Adams, Arapahoe, Denver, Jefferson

3       2 or more races 

1       Asian/Pacific Islander/Hawaiian

112   Female

108   Male

173   Hispanic/Latino

24     Black 

14     Other 

5       White



To Our Key Stakeholders

Denver Urban Scholars reached an important milestone in 2015, 
marking over 20 years of service to youth in the Metro Denver 
community. As we celebrate this momentous achievement in 
our organization’s history, one message is clear: When we 
invest time and energy into the health and well-being of youth, 
the gains to youth and our broader community are significant. 

I am personally very proud of our accomplishments. We have 
continually expanded and enhanced our programming to meet 
the complex needs of youth, grown to serve over 200 youth 
per year, and maintained our strong financial footing. This 
year, we engaged in a thorough agency-wide assessment that 
has refined our mission to focus more intentionally on college 
and career readiness and success; we are now implementing 
a new strategic plan that will improve our programs and 
organizational efficiency. 

Because of the dedication of our donors, mentors, staff, and 
community partners, we are able to give each of our students 
the tools they need to achieve high school graduation and to 
pursue postsecondary success. Together, we are transforming 
the lives of young people from disadvantaged circumstances. 

Denver Urban Scholars has developed several partnerships 
with community agencies such as Goodwill Denver, Aurora 
Youth Options, and Colorado Youth at Risk to enhance services 
to youth. We are also combining our best practices with those 
of The Bridge Project to provide new after-school opportunities 

Thank you for donating for us. We appreciate 

your help. Thanks to you, we have a bigger 

chance to achieve a better future. Many of us 

succeed because of you! 

– KIMBERLY, 9TH GRADER



Patrick Byrne	  
Executive Director

for up to 40 middle school students in Denver’s Westwood 
and Columbine public housing communities. This is a great 
opportunity for us to make a positive impact on some of our 
community’s most vulnerable youth.

As part of our strong focus on financial sustainability, we 
worked hard to build upon existing relationships as well as 
to develop prosperous new ones. We are proud to report we 
increased our income by over $200,000 and finished the fiscal 
year with net assets of over $1.2 million. I am proud that we 
continue to cover 100% of our fundraising and overhead costs 
through contributions from our founder and board of directors; 
this financial model allows all outside donations to directly 
impact youth programming.

As we look forward to our next 20 years, we are inspired by 
the potential of our youth and their new pathway to success 
through our strategic programming. I hope you will continue 
to partner with us in this important work as a member of a 
remarkable team of people committed to improving lives.

Warmest regards,



Resource Development

Total 		  $100,561  

General and Administrative

Total 		  $50,874   

Total Expense

Total 		  $875,253     

Program Expense Categories and Amounts

Case Management		  $519,908
Mentoring 		  $85,295
Student Support  		  $22,978
Professional Services 		  $83,903  
In Kind 		  $1,000 
Tuition 		  $10,734

Total 		  $723,818 

Functional Expenses

F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

Resource Development 11%

General and 
Administrative 6%

Program 83%



F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

Sources of Income

Individual		  $241,486 
Special Events 		  $244,247 
Foundations  		  $465,126 
Corporations 		  $14,025   
Other/Investments 		  $27,778  
Government Grants 	            	 $102,047

Total Revenue                                               $1,094,709  

Other Investments 3%

Corporations 1%
Special Events 22%

Foundations 43%

Individual 22%

Government Grants 9%

Sources of Income

My mentor is a really good way to balance my life 
out. Most adults I know haven’t graduated and have 
kids before the age of 21. My mentor is different, 
we have different personalities and that is a reason 
why she helps balance out my life. My case manager 
really helps me with school problems, she helps me 
with realizing who are good and bad friends. Denver 
Urban Scholars has helped me with many things in 
and outside off of school, so I really appreciate them 
and appreciate your donation. 

– ERIONNA, 9TH GRADER



D O N O R S

$50,000+
Broe Foundation	  	
Lawrence & Margaret Byrne
Denver Post Charities
Tony Grampsas Youth Services	

Donors $20,000 to $49,999
Anschutz Foundation		
Aurora Youth Options		
Boedecker Foundation		
Colorado Scholarship Coalition	
Donahue Foundation		
Blair & Kristina Eklund	
Fox Family Foundation		
Kohl’s			 
Diane & Kirk Lighthall		
Mile High United Way		
OPUS Foundation		
Sturm Family Foundation	
Youth Opportunity Foundation	

Donors $10,000 to $19,999
Adolph Coors Foundation  
Tom & Misha Gillingham	
John Lechner & Mary Higgins	
Otten Johnson Robinson Neff + Ragonetti PC	
Samuel, Son & Co. Inc		
The Sprout Foundation		
Walton Family Foundation	
Andrew & Heidi Wolfe	

Donors $5,000 to $9,999
Stephen & Julie Baker		
Joan Brennan		
William & Sandie Brown	
Lou & Jackie Davis		
William Donohue		
FirstBank			 
Diana & Allan Heinle		
Kong Company, LLC		
Joe Markham		
Tom & Ashley May		
Mile High Five Foundation	
Nathan Yip Foundation		
Thomas Owen		
Jim & Gwen Powers		
Jared & Elaine Schoch	
State of Colorado		
Robert Vizas		

Donors $2,500 to $4,999
Baker Hostetler LLP		
Ryan & Kerry Barker		
Ran & Jeff Bellows		
Colorado Health Foundation	
Gloria Heyer		
Joe & Melanie Kelloff		
Kate Kusner			 
Linn Energy			 
Lockton Companies, LLC	

McElvain Energy, Inc.		
O’Sullivan Law Firm, PC		
Trent & Paige Peaker		
Robert & Becca Reichenberger	
Adam Schor & Marcia Reeder Schor	
Jeff & Beverly Sprout		
Armando & Beatriz Telles	
Mark & Maryann Ulmer	
Karl Umland & Lori Taylor	
Wall Family Fund

Donors $1,000 to $2,499
Andrew Allen Charitable Foundation	
Callahan Capital Partners	
CFM Company	
CoBiz Bank	
Colorado State Bank & Trust	
Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP	
Matthew & Lisa Dickey	
Charlie & Terry Dieveney	
Ryan & Nicole Dobbs	
Chris & Danielle Dunne	
George & Carolyn Fancher	
William Fortune	
David & Julie Fuller	
Brian Hamilton	
Peter & Marilou Hendel	
Kevin Hicks	
Clifford Jack	
Jackson National Community Fund	
John & Carrie Hayden Family Fdn	
Harold Kelloff	
Patrick Labbe
Long, Reimer, Winegar Beppler LLP	
Manufacturing Solutions	
Mr. Dave Martin & Kolleen Martin	
Steve & Neyeska Mut	
Frank & Suzie Robinson	
Rose Community Foundation	
Erik & Wendy Skaalerud	
Sarah Stoneking	
Jack & Lisa Swift	
Steve Swoboda	
The Wright Group	
Tucker Ellis	
Noel & Erika Wickwar	
Bryan & Elizabeth Wright	

Donors $500 to $999 
Vince Abrue
Nancy Adam & Russell Granger
Brooke Banbury
Steve Berger
Mike Blandford
Susan Brown
Michael Brown
Jesse Brownell
Patrick & Nancy Byrne
Molly Campbell
Campbell Killin Brittan & Ray, LLC
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Joe & Judy Carpenter
Richard Chavez
Deloitte Services LP
Nate & Susan Duncombe
Josh & Erin Freedman
Scott & Katie Goodwin
Rebecca Holmes
J.K. Mullen Foundation
Andy Kauth
Kash & Jodi Kelloff
John & Kay King
Mike & Joleen Loftus
Andrew & Erlen Marsh
Scott Martin
James McDonald
Mark & Kristin McKissick
Mollie McQueen
Microsoft Corporation
Glenn & Marianne Ortiz
Paint Denver
Craig & Charlotte Petersen
Gary & Nancy Pohrer
Theodore Rosen
Steve Schneider & Sarah Miller
Schwab Charitable Fund
Michelin Sharp
Rick & Cynde Simms
Mr. David Spaulding
Ron & Abby Stits
Derek & Laurel Visocky
Lyle & Ashleigh Wallace
Jonathon & Mo Watson
Ken & Janet Wickwar
Xcellent Creations 
John & Mary Zimmerman
Drew & Catherine Zinkel

Donors $250 to $499
Dimitri Adloff & Liliana Pascal	
Macradee Aegerter	
Tom & Megan Baldwin	
Adam & Stephanie Beal	
Gary & Nicole Behrhorst	
James & Kelly Bossert	
John & Mary Boyle	
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP	
Chuck Bustos	
Bryan & Dawn Cannon	
Chicks With a Purpose	
Ron & Grace Covington	
Pete & Tracy Cutone	
Christopher & Marie Donahue	
Chris & Mary Downs	
Brent & Katie Eggers	
Ken & Heather Fleck	
Greg Gambill & Allison Biles	
Graham & Hillary Gerlach	
Steve & Lisa Goodwin	
Erica Grossman	
Jared Hamilton	

The financial commitments from our donors enable us to provide quality 
programs and educational opportunities for our students. We are 
profoundly grateful to every contributor who donated to support us.
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Nicole Pederson	
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Ryan Bahnfleth
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Elizabeth Litchfield
Amy Lopez
Addison Maier
Elise Mariner 
Debbie Marsh
Andrea Martin
John Martin
Michael Martin
Scott Martin
Danielle Matzek
Nkechi Mbanu
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Michael Tevebaugh
Spencer Trimble
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Elizabeth Van Winkle
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Andrew Yuan
Scott Ziemke
Justin Zuiker
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STAFF

Patrick Byrne, PhD, MSW, MNM 
Executive Director

Susan Duncombe, MSW, LCSW
Program Director

Miranda Graul, BS
Development Director

Megan Maes, MNM
Community Outreach Manager

Christina Stimson, MNM
Accounting/HR Coordinator 

Barbara Decker, MSW
Capstones Program Manager

Tessa Tuetken, MSW
Milestones Program Manager

Sally Vizas, MSW
Milestones Program Manager

Kerry Entwisle, MSW
Milestones Program Coordinator

Esmeralda Rodriguez, BSW
Milestones Program Coordinator

Kathryn Miller, MSW, LCSW
Stepping Stones 
Program Manager

Jennie Streit, MSW, LSW
Stepping Stones 
Program Coordinator

Candace Pruett, BS
Program Associate

Kelly Scott, MSW
Development Coordinator

Olivia Hunte, MSW
Capstones Program 
Coordinator

Thank you so much for what you do it means a lot to me 

and my family. Denver Urban Scholars has been a great 

opportunity for me and my family. My favorite thing about 

this program is being able to have a mentor. Me and my 

mentor Carol have had some great times. Having a mentor 

is not just about having fun. I know I can talk to Carol about 

anything if I’m struggling with my illness or with my family 

or school. I know she would be there for me. Another thing 

I like about this is having a case manager who helps us with 

school things and just meeting with us every once and a 

while to see how we’re doing and if we need anything from 

them. I like how they can keep in touch with our teachers if 

we need them to and how they remind us of the things we 

need to do at the beginning of the week. Thank you guys 

for what you have done for me and my family, we are truly 

blessed and can’t thank you enough. 

– SIERRA, 10TH GRADER
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